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Habitual law can be harsh 


CROSSING THE SOUTH PLATTE RIVER 


Bridges to Prosperity is designing its first pedestrian bridge in a U.S. city, and it will cross the South Platte River at the location 
shown above near 35th Street. The span could be installed next year if advocates raise enough money. John Leyba, The Denver Post 


Art Bridge aims to connect 
RiNo to Globeville neighbors 


There currently is “no safe way” for people on foot to get to other side 


By Jon Murray The Denver Post 


In Africa and Central and South America, 
hundreds of suspension bridges built by a 
Denver-based nonprofit group have con- 
nected rural communities to health care, 
schools and jobs — serving as literal life- 
lines across rivers, especially during flood 


season. 


Bridges to Prosperity’s latest footbridge 
project is much closer to home, and the 
group’s leaders have similar aims, if on a dif- 


ferent scale. 


In Denver’s River North Art District, near 
the group’s Five Points headquarters, Bridg- 
es to Prosperity is working with community 
leaders to adapt its standard cable-suspen- 
sion bridge design for its first U.S. span: a 
South Platte River crossing that, as soon as 
next summer, could connect Globeville to 
the burgeoning area near Brighton Boule- 


vard. 


It’s tentatively called the Art Bridge. The 
nonprofit’s involvement came about as Den- 
ver-based Zeppelin Development and com- 
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This artist’s rendering shows the working design for the bridge for pedestrians and 


bicyclists. It crosses the South Platte River between the Taxi mixed-use campus on 


the Globeville side on the right to RiNo. Provided by Bridges to Prosperity 


PUERTO RICO 


Utility scraps $300 million Whitefish contract 


By Danica Coto 
The Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO» The 
head of Puerto Rico’s power 
company said Sunday the agen- 
cy is canceling its $300 million 
contract with Whitefish Energy 
Holdings amid scrutiny of the 
tiny Montana company’s role in 
restoring the island’s power sys- 
tem. 

The announcement by Ricar- 
do Ramos came hours after Gov. 
Ricardo Rossello urged the util- 
ity to scrap the deal for White- 
fish’s help in rebuilding the 


electrical system from the dam- 
age inflicted by Hurricane Ma- 
ria. 

“Its an enormous distrac- 
tion,” Ramos said of the contro- 
versy over the contract. “This 
was negatively impacting the 
work we’re already doing.” 

The current work by White- 
fish teams will not be affected 
by the cancellation and that 
work will be completed in No- 
vember, Ramos said. He said the 
cancellation will delay pending 
work by 10 to 12 weeks if no al- 
ternatives are found. 

Ramos said he had not talked 


with Whitefish executives 
about his announcement. “A 
lawsuit could be forthcoming,” 
he warned. 

Whitefish spokesman Chris 
Chiames told The Associated 
Press that the company was 
“very disappointed” in the gov- 
ernor’s decision and said it 
would only delay efforts to re- 
store power. 

He said Whitefish took 350 
workers to Puerto Rico in less 
than a month and it expected to 
have 500 more by this week. 
Chiames said the company 
completed critical work, includ- 


ing a project that will soon lead 
to a half million people in San 
Juan getting power. 

“We will certainly finish any 
work that (the power company) 
wants us to complete and stand 
by our commitments,” he said. 

About 70 percent of the U.S. 
territory remains without pow- 
er more than a month after Ma- 
ria struck Sept. 20 as a Category 
4 storm with winds of up to 154 
mph. Ramos said Sunday that 
the total cost of restoring the 
system would come to $1.2 bil- 
lion. 
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Critics say Colorado 
is too stringent on 
nonviolent offenders 


By Christopher N. Osher 
The Denver Post 


The crime that consigned Mari- 
on Jetton to a sentence of nearly a 
century in prison wasn’t all that 
salacious or particularly heinous. 

Convicted killers have received 
far less prison time in Colorado, 
where the sentencing guidelines 
allow a person guilty of second- 
degree murder to be sentenced to 
as little as eight years in prison. 

A jury convicted Jetton of being 
the leader of a six-person theft 
and forgery ring that used fake 
IDs and forged checks to steal 
modest amounts from grocery 
stores and banks. Testimony 
showed the sum total of Jetton’s 
theft, which he maintains fed an 
addiction to cocaine, was about 
$8,800. 

But Jetton, then 42, had lived a 
life of petty crime, which meant 
he fell under Colorado’s habitual 
offender statute. Under that law, 
the minimum prison sentence 
that could be imposed was 96 
years — a punishment even the 
judge who sentenced him in 2004 
questioned, noting it was “a case 
in which nobody was injured, 
maimed or murdered.” 

Now, after serving 13 years in 
prison, Jetton could be eligible for 
release from prison as early as 
next month. His reduced sentence 
is due in large part to a changing 
of the guard at the Denver District 
Attorney’s Office. The new top 
prosecutor, Beth McCann, agreed 
to intervene after hearing pleas 
from defense lawyers who said 
Jetton should not die in prison be- 
cause he had never been violent. 

McCann, who won election last 
year after the former DA, Mitch 
Morrissey, was term-limited from 
office, has expressed concern 
about mass incarceration, espe- 
cially of people of color and those 
struggling with drug addictions. 
During her campaign, McCann 
also said she supported reducing 
mandatory minimum sentences. 

Jetton’s reduced sentence 
comes as Colorado legislators de- 
bate whether Colorado’s habitual 
offender laws are unfairly trap- 
ping nonviolent offenders in 
lengthy sentences that ensure 
they will die in prison. A legisla- 
tive committee studying sentenc- 
ing reforms will decide Friday 
whether to recommend an over- 
haul that would lessen habitual 
offender penalties in many in- 
stances and also give judges more 
discretion over those sentences 
going forward. Other states, such 
as Texas, South Carolina and 
Maryland, also have moved to- 
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HEALTH CARE 


COLORADO HAS 
OWN INSURANCE 
MARKETPLACE 


A dozen states, including 
Colorado, operate their own 
health insurance operations, 
which make a significant 
difference as the industry goes 
into open enrollment. »2A 


BRONCOS 


RAY’S WAIT IS OVER 
IN TIME FOR CHIEFS 


Broncos linebacker Shane Ray’s 
time away from play will end as 
he steps onto the field — in his 
hometown of Kansas City, Mo. 
— for the first time after an 
arduous recovery from wrist 
surgery. »1B 
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